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Orr's great goal

By Larry Schwartz
Special to ESPM.com

" You abwayve waited for the moment when he got the puck behind bic net. And vou could see
him looking and scanning. And there were those five players in froni of that goaltender and
Yo krew thatl nane af them was going io stap him "

- FPulitzer Prize-winning columnizt Dave Anderson about Bobby Orr on ESPN's
sparteCeniur show (Friday, June 18, 10:30 poas. BET).

O, whose Stanley Cup-winning goal in 1970 was selected the greatest moment in ITHL history,
was voted Mo, 31 among MNorth American athletes of the 20th century by SportsCentury's
distinguished 48-person panel.

Signature game
Llay 10, 1970 -- Oy put the finishing touch on Boston's first Stanley Cup in 29 vears by scoring
one of the most acrobatic goals in hockey history.

Eatly in overtime of Game 4 in Boston Garden, the 22-year-old Bruinz star set things in motion
when he cutraced Larry Keenan of the 5t Louis Blues to aloose puck. Orr passed to Derel
Zanderson in the corner and then dashed towards the crease. Sanderson wated just long encugh
before sliding the puck back to the charging defenseman.

Orr somehow shpped the game-winner past goahe Glenn Hall ust
before Moel Picard sent hatn flying with a full-fledged leg trip. The
dramatic goal was caught on camera by Eay Lussier of the Boston
Eecord American and the image of Orr soanng in the air remains in

the minds of hoclkey fans as the 20th century draws to a close.

"Honest, I really don't know how it went m," satrd Orr after the
Bruins' 4-32 wictory.

Metther does Hall "The puck went between my pads," he said. "T
should have made the save. Tt wasn't that tough a chance "

The goal was Orr's ninth in Boston's 14 playelf games. He scored
20 pomnts, second on the team to Pl Esposite's 27, and won the

Bobby Orr remains rewerad by

Conn Smythe Trophy as the playof WMVE. Eruins fans long after his playing

days.

In the notsy Boston locker room, Bobby's father Doug held a bottle of champagne and said,
"Wlaybe I chouldn't say this, but toright T don't care if Bobby gets higher than a kite. He dezerves
it. I'we never seen him drunk, but the way we're all feeling, who cares?"



Odds and ends

e Az a ld-year-old plaving for the Oshawa Generals and competing again mostly 19-and
20-year-olds n the Metro Jumor & League, Orr was named a second-team all-star. In his final
three seasons playing junor hockey, he not only made first-team all-league, but set sconng
records for a defenseman each year.

o "When Orr was 16, he appeared on the cover of Canada's national magazmne, IWaclean's.

e Oy didn't join the Bruing until he was 18 because MHL niles prohibited anvbody plaving in the
league before that age.

® Tn Orr's first MHL game, on Oct. 19, 1966, against the Detroit Eed Wingsz, COrr checked
Gordie Howe, Later in the game, Howe caught Oy with hiz head down and smashed him to the
ice. "T saw bards for a while," O said. Howe said, "All of the Boston playvers were skating ower
and the young kid got up and told them, Talee it easy. I deserved that ' "

® Tn 1970, he was named Sports Mustrated's "Sportsman of the Year. " In that story, he said,
"OEL, I'm ucky, rght? I've been gifted, nght? But the world 1z fill of people who've not been
afted. Mot only haven't been mfted, but have had things talen away from them. A1 71 have to do 1=
see one of them -- some little gitl that can't wall and vet she keeps smiling at me, some lady ke
Deanna Deleidi who goes home to an wron lung every mght and still mives me a kiss and a hug after
every hockey game. A1 T have to do 15 see someone like that and then T don't think I'm such a kig
hero anymore."

e Only Wayne Greteky (16) led the league in assists more than Orr (Five).

e Tnthe late 1970z, O was voted the greatest athlete in Boston history in a Boston Globe poll
of Mew Englanders, beating out Ted Williams, Bil Eussell, Carl Tastreemski and Bob Cousy.

* When he was introduced at "Bobby Orr Might" JTan 9, 1979, at Boston Garden, he recetved
an 11-rmnute standing ovation. Finally, the noise subsided and his Mo, 4 was Ifted to the rafters.

® The mandatory watting peniod for the Hocleey Hall of Fame was watved for Orr and he was
enshrined i 1979 at 21, the youngest plaver to be mducted.

® Orr's agent, Alan Eagleson, turned down a deal for Orr to own 18 1/2 percent of the Bruns in
the mid-seventies without telling his client. 4lse, Eagleson's financial investments for Orr left the
player i tax trouble in both the United States and Canada.

e EBefore games m Boston Garden, while the national anthemn was played, Celtics great Larry
Bird would look up at Onr's retired jersey for nspiration.
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